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Although numerous autstand;ﬁg research collections as well as able professional
librafians exist in South and West Asia, many people find Asian libraries diffiecult
to uge. Often researchers need specialized data which is hard for them to lo-

cate in the limiﬁed time.available. This paper's purpose is to pravide'pracLicai
suégéstigns for scholars about overcoming the difficulties of using Asian 1i-
brafies- It is intended to assist researchers in all fields, including those
working on dissertations,.and is written to help them change a frustrating and
disappointing year into.one more revarding. These remarks are applicable for those
parts of Asia which I have visited: 1India, Pakistan, eleven more moslem, one
Hebrew and one Christian country extending West to the U A.R. and North to Turkey--
and for those researchers whose material locatian prabléms are similar to the

Aslan reference problems with which I have alraeady dealt.

"Home Gauﬁtry‘Rasearghmgréparatian.ﬁ-in any project, the first major step is to

work out with detail and clarity just what the researcher seeks to accomplish or to
prove. -Without a cléar idea of the project's goal, the researcher will meither
be able necessarily to recognize useful material nor to restudy It later. And
eventuslly, he may find the goal impossible to reach. 1In such a situation the
librarian's problems An locating useful material and guiding the researcher are

increased. 7 o

Of course, clarifying the goals of certrin projects may prove impossible until

the researcher has searched through the data to see what is there, so to speak,
or until he has gained considerable fsmiiié:ity with it. So, "a fishing expeditiom,"
as some researchers call it, may be a necesssry preliminary to a clearcut problem
statamenr Such a survey may be made to help the researcher decide whether or

not the data collection will support a dissertation., If it will, then he must

~ choose the subject section easiest or most fruitful to research and concentrate

on it. To avoid suggesting a lack of proper supervision, serious purpose, or
subject fﬁéusg the "fishing expedition" should occur before the researcher writes
his proposal or has it approved. On the other hand, before committing very much
time and money to the praject the researchgr must obtain approval from his dissers'

tation committee, financial sponsor, or publisher. Not to do so would be foolish.

Some gavernmants require their permission to live in the cuunt;y, carry on research,

or have a car there, Usually, this permission can ba obtained from the Ministry

of Culture or of Educatian. Certain gﬁvernments are particularly :anérned about

having fareigngra work amang minnrity groups, tribes, or peasants. Obtaining these



permissions may be*véry difficult or at least very time-consuming and negotiations .
fcr them should bé started in the researcher's home country. Help in obtaining
such permits is abailable from any local embassy, the forelgn study centres in

such cities as Hyderabad, Damascus, Beirut, Delhi, Caira;uand Tehran, the Fulbright
(;\“\;\!\“4\1, = f‘d{-L\':L

Commission and similar organizatiens.

O AUS
#;\P .
Several other tasks musﬁ be carried out before leaving the home country and starting

data collection abroad. First is learning to speak and read fluently the language
of the people to be met and the material to“be used. Normally, such a project must
be started several years before leaving the homésuniversity. Second, abilitﬁ to,
use a library is a basic skill which évery scholar must learn, usually from é
reference librarian. Since few researchers are facile and resourceaful 1ibrary
usgers, they must attempt to learn this skill before going abroad, where self

suffieiency is ﬁegessary,

Finally, before leaving the home country,y the researcher must exhaust its library
faciiitiésrgﬂ his topie. There is no reason to travel to Asia for information which
can be located at home. His own may be the last well organized, service-mainded

and camfoftable library seen for several yearé; so its resources must be used to

the fullest. It is important to search the relevant literature thoroughly béfore
starting to work on the préjéﬂté raw data. The tGplEdS backgreund can be researched,
the context in which the events occurred and perhaps their more recent history, also.
The PESEEPEhEP must engage the extended attention Df a competAnt American or
European reference librarian to show him little knawn special collections and
indexes. Published and unpublished American, European, and local university
dissertation and government document llsts can be checked, as well as lié%ature
surveys assessihg research progress.j éther campuses may contain useful iﬁfgrmatiaﬂ,
alseore It is very difficult to locaté absolutely all the material on any Eapic and

a search on several campuses is reeammended Hopefully, this will enable the

researcher to complete part of the- project before leaving home.

Cértainly the best place to-'do Asian research is in the United States or perhaps
Europe where a surprising amount of useful Aggan,material now rests. Much of the
best research on Asian countries has been carried out by foreigners, published

abroad, and is not easily available in the country where the data was gathefed

Many Asian dissertations are merely translations or summaries of existing literature.'

In ather cases, Asian researeh material is available in London or Washingtgn which
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is not available here becaﬁse foreign librarians are more aggressive collectors than
'Aslans sare; I{ you have not heard of the American Book Procurement Centers abroad

and the Farmington Plan, you might be surprised at the Asian material pouring into
American libraries thése days. For inétanee; the Library of Congress has a good
collection of recent Pakiétaﬂ seriais, the London University Iﬁ§t££ite!of Oriental

and Afrlcan Studles a good coilegtian on Iranlan archEQlagy, the Elbliotheque

National a large Arabic éallectian, Harﬂard Universlty a Turkish literature collection,

ate., eto.

The researcher must spend some time with an American or European University Middle
East or South Aslan Bibliographer. S8everal dozen universities have such a person,
a man withgli?rary and bibliographic education, probably a humanities or history
backgrcun&,léﬁ?iity_tg read certaié(@f the area's languages, experienced in dealing
with its literature and possessing a considerable interest in it. Often, he is the
ideal librarian to see at home and is accustomed to helping researchers in his
interest area. Such a bibliographer will have made buying irips to Asian countries
and will know where to locate research material. If the material needed 1s not now
6n the campus, perhaps he can buy.it for you.  Probably he can provide the nameg of
people whom the researcher should see at home or abroag and can guide him to useful
libraries and‘publishers. If such a staff member is not availlable on your compus,

then visit a néariircampus which does have one,

Several universities have departmental libraries for these geographic areas, also,
such as the Near East Library of Durham University and the South Asian Library of
the University of Pennsylvania. Many of them are strong in recent monggraphs; less
thorough in Esvering recent serials, and weak in government documents, theses, and
local'réseareh repots.

. Modern _ . '
Lccating Reference Librarians antherviaes.-— After he has exhausted the resources

and facilities in his own country and has established himself abrodd,  the researehgf.»
is ready to start work in, an Asianihcck collection. . And this is the point at which
he should seek ouvt a skilled Asian reference librarian and beg for his assistance.
Probably the ideal guide to colleetion use is either a skilled référengg 1ibrariah*
or a capable scholar who has;ﬁsed it before, or both. 'Sueh‘a'iibfafian should have

worked closely with the literature of the subject field,'should'knaw tho?cughly its
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leading loeal book collections, should have a@quifed 2t least an elementary
understanding of the subject field itself, and should have the time and energy
required to search for ugeful material. In the appropriate library, the well

trained reference librarian may produce one or more book trueks full of material

on the topie with the pages of special interest marked.

N@rmally;_tﬁe skilled and specialized reference librarian has a more comprehensive
knowledge of subject area literature than does the researcher. The librarian has |
handled much more material in the sgbject field as a whole than has the researcher.
For instance, the 1ibra?ian may kriow Sévéral economic abstract journals while fhé
researcher knows only the one he is accustomed to use. The professor who has
specialized in nineteenth century Indian economie history can hardly be expected to
! know the current literature of Indian cotton industry finarice as well as thEiSkilléﬁ
reference librarian 53% has seen and handled literature from the entire Indian
economic field for several years. However, mokt skilled reference 1ibrarians will
not know the subject fleld itself as well as the researcher does. Also, the smaller
the topic within the general subject area, the greater the chance that the researcher

knows more than the librarian about its literature.

Few first class reference librarians are available in Western c@ﬁntries&anﬂ even

fewer are avgllable in Asian countries, however, since wery few.of them have the
appropriate %ub?eet g&agétlcﬁi| So, locating one may require a long search, Many

Aslan librarians wil1 ‘be quite useful when their service philosophies are fully developed.
In the meantime, their interests still center around callection organization rather -

than user service.

;AiSé; the researcher must try to ldentify the local libraries likely to be most usefuL
S@métimes this is quite elear, as for the graduate student of 19th century Iranian
parliaméﬂtary affalfs, for whom the Ma]Jlis Library was a daytime home. In other cases,
many libraries, afFices, and individuals must be seen before all: pgssible infarmaticn

sources are exhaustedi

Depending on the nature of the project, sometimes the researcher should be urged to

begin in afwell organized general library, such as a central university, USIS or

British Council Library. Such = library will present the disadvantage of passessing

very few materials of primary or even of secondary value, but,,on the ather hand,_

far placing the study in" its theoretical: or histmrical cantext, for kéeping current
,;[ER\KZW1th a few pertirent serigls or far getting initial advice abaut lgcal institutigrs; ;_;'
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such a well organized library has its uses, It is likely to have the best known
reference books in the field, relatively good reference service, and materialm easy
to locate on open shelves. The services of the American Cultural Officer or the

British Council Representative can be useful, also. He can provide introductions

advice.

One o #the functions of a skilled reference librarian is to direct the reaeareher

to other dfgaaiaatione possessing helpful matefial or advice. .The librarian should
provide a comprehensive list of them and a prediction of the type of informatien
likely to be available at each one. S8uch a 1ist could include foreign libraries,
ministries, departaente, gevernﬁent libraries, local and foreign consulting agencies,
local eultural institutes and foundations, univereity eeéfeeaere’and librarieea
churchs, and etetietieal centers. Also, the reeeareher may wish to visit factories,
labor leaders, youth leaders, foreign feeearehereg farmers, and politicians to
collect interview data. The ibrarian should provide letters or at least make
telephone ealle 1ntfedueing the reeeareher to these organizations. He should be

able to provide tape recorder and transcription service to record these interviews, also.

The service just described is ca 11 | referral service and forms an important part of
the modern reference function. It is a particular characteristic of libraries which
lack ncteable eelleetieﬁa of their own, but possess a knowledgeable and helpful
reference librarian. The national eaientlfle documentation centers are well known
for providing this eerv1ee, uaually thru catalogs of other 1ibrar1ee holdings.
Referral service can eeneiet either of obtalning material or pheteeopiea from ether

eolleetiene or of eending the researcher there himeelf

-Referral service should be supplemented by several other modern services. Interpreter

and transportation service are two of them. The libfafy should be able to send the

researcher to visit g gevernment effiee,gfer instance, equipped with an interpreter
Vb

ard a car. He peeds the” interpretef Eeeeuse-he does not speak the local language

f’\
and the car beéauee he ‘does not know how to-locate the government office.

Also, the 1ibrafy should be capable of previdiegf%he researcher with translation

eerv;ee, or at the very 1eaet, with a national who can read important- papere 1o him. B

TT&RSL&tiGn is diffieu;t to previde well einee it requiree a high eampetanee level in
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Generally, the last of these three skill areas is the most difficult to locate.
However, in any large Asian city it should be possible to locate adequate trans-
latarg, either thru a research library, a commercial translation agency, or a

f‘cr‘ei gn embassy.

.

Two other types of service exist which can be useful to the researcher seeking

specific book or serial titles. The Tehran Book Processing Centre has started the

Iranian National Union Catalog which lists the books held by Iranian research libraries.
The Unlon Catalog contains a card for each book and covers twelve Iranian and fifteen
foreign resaarchelibraries with strong Iranian collections, After a book is located

it can be obtained on inter-library loan. The data on the cards is being key punehed gffzs

and'st@réd on magnetic tape in the Plan Organization Computer Centre. From the

. computer‘Printout Tebrog¢ will Publish a quarterly pEPLGdiEal Uniqg Catalag which wi

A SR F‘ g.’ﬂi.

k*sh/ U~ s FANMY M RN Al Dt e, o
EgypzianﬁNatiana$

be avail able for ubsgriptién to any library in the wcrld. éghea

;gibrafy haﬁzegqsughﬁ;qnsiaaﬁal unlon:ecatalog-on - cards,«a%aGF

The second of these two services is similar, the Union List of Serials, perhaps
best demagstrateé by Indian examples. The Indian Na't ional Scientifie Docurdientation
Centre, Insdoc, 1s compiling a union list of the exact serial haléiﬁgs of specific
libraries.in each Indian province. They are key punching this data and eventually
will combine the lists into a master eatalag to be sold to other 1ibrafiés. Iran,
the United Arab Republieg Pakistan, Turkey and Isreel are compiling such lists or
have published them already. ,

A few centers pfovidé;SElEQtiVE dissemination of informiztion service, This, too,
is a continuing service but one providing wery-personzk assistance custom=-tailored
to each researcher's needs. Akprafile is made of the researcher's projégt interésts
and a list of subject headiﬁgs compiled to represent them. Then, the newly arriving
1ibrary material is checked each day for papers, pamphlets and books to which ean
be asslgned these same subjéct headlngs. If any material fits his interest profile,
it 1s listed and abstrae+ed The resulting bibliography is sent to him weekly for
the duration of his projéet He can fequest thtGEGplES of those papers which seem

=mast pfamising and thereby keeg up with the subject 11terature

Another valuable 1iteratufe serv1ce is the state—cf the- artsstudy, but it is

availablé in Asia Dnly by - speclal arrangemént Im this service a literature searéher

ﬁtharaughly familiar with bath the subjegt matter and the 1iterature of a small subjeet f

| status.  He will iolate those hypothoses already proven end 1w those et to be
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established and then wrlte a paper which deseribesrthe litérafﬁré and its value,
ébvi@usly; such a document in your own field would be extremely valuable, but also
difficult and expensive to produce.! Very few of them exist in thése countries,
but each national documentation center is preparing itself to give service althis

level. '

Supélementing the féféféﬂce services described above, the researcher must be alérti
to the many Asian bibliographic and scholarly publication services available. The" .
Iranian Documentation Centre publishes a monthly seanning or express service which
piaces on the desk of each subscriber the tables of contents of leading Iranian
science and social science journals. This enables him to keep curfent with local
serial publications in his field. If he wishes to see a specific paper, he can

request a photocopy of it from Irandoc.

Alsa on a guarterly basjs, Irandoc will place beside the céntents pages bulletin
on the researcher's desk an indexed ulerting service containing abstracts of the
more signifieant Iranian science and social sclence journal papers published recently.

This bulletin enables interested researchers around the world to keep up with Iran.

Alerting services are available in India, Pakistan, Israel, Turkey, Iran and the ¢
U.A.R. Scanning services are available in Iran and Israel only. Their subject fields
are limited to science and technology, except for Iran's coverage of social science.
of gaurse,_thére are 4o hundreds of European and American alerting and scanning
sérvices as well as bibliographies covering journals published abr@adits%g méntion
Just a small sampling, the reader should be familiar with the German Orient Institute
in Hamburg and its Mitteilungen'biblicgraphiés on eantémporafy Asian affairsj)

The Farmington Plan NewssLetter published by the Association of Research Libraries

in Washington, the Unesco Eulletin of Dacumenfatlon Terﬁinalogy,and : "1iDgra1hy,
and- the Middle EasﬁﬁSﬁg@;éErAsscciap%pn Bgllétlni

A flnal blbll?graphic example is the Iran—Afghanistan literature progect now being
planned by'Alaﬁ‘Luther at the University Df Michigan Mlddle East Centeri It seeks
social science publications. As soon as funding béecmes available Luther will Eéntinué

on a regular basis the pilgt study begun in 1968

-~ There afE'mény éthér bibiiagfépﬁie prajeets céveriﬁg épeeificrsubjécts and .countries

“in this area.” A~ very few librariEF; such as tha Indian Center far Wafld Affairs

E NCiib?

ry iﬂ Delhi and the Palestiné Libe atian Drganisatiaﬂ Library in Eéifut make




‘”rjee the New Years heliieye and ‘the 1ete summer vecetien periei.;;;;ie,i
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extensive and useful card indexes to newspaper clippings, serlal articles, and
pamphlets. However, most of the special bibliogﬁephie tools are available for the
selences only. Of all these services, some are pfevided free while others carry a
modest fee. The doeumentetien centers and foreign libraries in each country are

best prepared to provide them,

Library Use Techniques.-= In using the typieel Aeien 1ibrery cevtain approaches

will prove more rewarding than others. Aﬁ home,\the reeeereher may expect to

(TS S A

create Tio problems by walking in "cold" and eeerehlng the éETd catalog for material

under eubjeet heedinge euggeeted by his own experience. While the card eateleg -

A eerteinhy it is not the best way to approach the library initially Ineteed, from

ee high= renking an effie}g;‘efﬁseeeible, preferably at least a univereity deen5;~I
professor eaee;ee eﬂ.Amegeeeﬁ etqdiee center: d;reeter, the researcher should ébtain
a letter %f introduction to the chief librarian by name in the national language.
Further, if possible, that pereen himee;f should take the researcher to the library:
and introduce him to the ehief‘librerian, Upon arrival, they will sit down, have

tea and a pelite conversation. Eventually the talk will drift around to the piece

 of research being undertaken and certain arrangements will be agreed on for the

researcher.
this library contains much useful material, then early in his association with it, .

- the researcher should present to the chief librarian a copy of one of his previous-

books or else a leaf from a Persian manuseript, or a small Pereien rug for hie'offiee,
or some other appropriate’ glft. If he is there for any 1eﬂgthief time,* on the oceasion
of his birthdey or Chrlefmeéfbey, g; eimcet any other pretext, he will wieh to eireulete
to the entire staff a 1arge and expeﬂeive box of forediysn candy or pastry or something
similar. In other words, his success in winning staff regard may have considerable

beering en'theiﬁ helpfulness.

.eeneidered In most Weet and South Asian. eeuntrlee, work begine about eight

o’ eleck in the morning 3 extende te about one in the efterneen, then in the winter

at least, may- start egein about feur or five and last until seven or eight in the

‘evening., Part or all of the feeeereher'e afternoon hours must be spent somewhere -

alse, Hewever, in Indie end the UAR the morning etar+1ng time, 1e one or. two heefe

‘later. . The werk week tetale five to ten houre a dey fer eix deye a week ‘Aiee,,

;during eertein weeks -of the year the ergenieetlen will be ‘¢losed" entif l eeehf .
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When conducting a literature eearch, a dictating machine is a uﬁeful device. With
such a machine and the capable secretary who must accompany it, a search can be done in

a fourth the time otherwise required. Probably, such secretaries are readily
\ :

ilable at smallicost in India and Pakistan and can be located in other Asian

¢ t?iég, also. Tﬁey can learn to transaribe the machine tapes easily "The
tr%%itional methad of literature searching 1s to make EUmmary notes on cards or sheets,
even ta quote verbatim from the research material. HQWEVEP, notes can be dictated much
1aster than they can be written and typed cards are much more legible than hand-

written cards a year later.

As a generalization, most research libraries have a staff member who can speak
English or French and several who. can read these languages. Also, most libraries have

‘telephéne%fréading rooms; and some havé a public rest room.

Often the book shelves will be closed if in a stack unit or else locgked if located
around reading room wallgg 50, normally, one of the-first favors geedéd is that of
' being able to use the stacks directly, to browse in them. If the researcher can use
the material directly, then hE'eéh search it more quickly and locate more useful e
pleces than he ever will by=wcrking thru a card catalég Further if he can secure
a stack table with goad light where material may be left safely avernight then he will

have recreated the stack carrel so useful at home.

The researcher should Expiare every library room for material. The entire book

collection must be gifen a Eafeful survey While he will be told that his subject

another p;leraf relevant material elsewhere in the s&me lleafy or on the sgge
c@impus. SuEJEﬁt classification ideas are not necessarily identical in Asia and
in America, and A51an librarians do not necessafily value subject eancentratiaﬁ

T 'of material anyhow.

When he believes a callectlan to ccntaln useful mater;al but cannct obtai p rmigsion
to search. it himself, as with Ercfessor Ramazani at the Iranian Ministfy of Foreign N
,Affalrs in 1969, ‘then he must go higher in the crganlzatlon s hierarchy to obtain

the needed permission, ‘When the staff fails to locate a piece of: material thought

to be in. the callection,vask them. ta trace it caréfullv in the variaus parts of . . :
: the processing room, the sectians Qf the charge file! on staff members and other . ;‘_
”'researchers..desks,,iﬁ~thé,shelf 1ist, on eserve, Dﬂ a- display raek in the- bindéry, on a 'l
};‘Epakvtrg;k;”éf;alﬁésfﬁéﬁyWﬁéf?léléé? Ifrthéy still cannat ;acate it tfy again a ;_:.;—;;"




week later. If they are still unsuccessful, then search these places yourself.

An unavailable library book can always be requested on inter-library loan from
another library. However, many Asian libraries offer neither interlibrary loan,

photocopy, nor microfilm service. Generally, faculty libraries on the same

; campﬁs will not loan books to each other or to each other's students. So, the researcher
must go to the book or else get the book to a photocopy machine at the USIS or
British Council or another library offering such service. Material from other countries
can be obtained in photocopy or mierofilm form by the nea£est decumentation ecenter

or modern library.

Getting back to the card catalog, certain libraries will cantain no sueh tool.
‘ Even when a card catalog exists, it may not necessarily bear any close relationship to
the material on the shelves. In a fifty year old Asian library, for instance, the
-card catalog may never have been edited, and a third of the material may be lost
or else not yet cataloged. In such a situatian, and assuming the shelf list to be
unreliable also, the researchér should try the library's accession record listing
material in- the order receivéd; though the description given there will be very brief.
Of course, some collections lack even an accession record, so he must go thru them
systematically and dlrectly; book by book. Incidently, and for good reasons, in
certain Asian libraries the public catalog is not located in the reading room, but
in the praces&;ng room, or behlﬂd the charging-desk, or in the 11brarian 5 office,

or.in his library apartment, or else in the ladies rest room.

Understanding Library Service Problems. -~ There are many limitations on the act;v;tifes

of most South and West Asian libraries, and some of them have already been 1ndlcated.
Certaln academlg and public libraries will have SEparatE reading rooms f%; Wwomen, e.g.,
the Dacca University Library. *Fews££§;5film readers are available, almost no mlcfafiché
or mlcfocard readers, and few typewrlters are avallab;e ta researchers, even fewer :

if we eliminate nlneteenth eentuzy models.  Until very recently, far instance, the
Iranian Natlonal Library' s only typéwr;ter was a dustcgz;ﬁsd antique. SQ, researchers

should brlng their own typewrlter% Very few 11brar;es have audla—v1sual equlpment.
N . :

Most A51an libraries have qu;te small eallectlcns, and in some cases, useful material

R

may be there but hard to locate. ank Eallectinns are 1ikeiy to be more useful to.

‘the historian than to the scientist, beeause they are never weeded, their historical
[:R\!:%rial is mugh mgré,interesting tc lgeal schalars than auzrent and. practical
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material, and only a little new material can be added each year. lsually thesz

collections are strong in duplicate copies of older editions of college textbooks

and weak in other types of material. In many Asian countries, few people can

understand the advanced publicstions in any field, so-they are not purchased. The

library may have a falr csllsstian of lccsl material but probably a poorer sampling . é:
of foreign titles even thsugh the latter may outnumbsr the former and be of higher
quality. TFew librsriss have snything approaching somplsts collostisns of locgl -
material because lssrning about newly publisbsd material and obtaining copies of 1t
are difficult. Furthermore, use 1s small, so pressure to obtain ms'tsrisl 1s slight
And besides, there is little money and even less foreign currency with which to
purchaseq; Even allowing for the eost of living difference, the per student budgets
of most Aslan academic libraries are well below those in the U.XK. and the U.S.A.

Generally, serial collections are smsll runs are very short, material recent and ]
full of gaps. Ersbsbly, the publisher dsss_not have copies af the older volumes,

either. 'Esssst:sswfns‘qiggsgigfsb Republic and Iran, government documents are not
indexed or-even- collsctsdf?onsclsntlously Nor do the gsvsrnmsnt sgsnaiss issuing
them nscssssriiy keep a céﬁ}lwszthsr Most Asisn countries have no 1ndsxss to 1ssél
psrlsdicsl material or to published bscks, and mssiﬁggynés sxisting indexes and

bibliographies are neither cufrsnt nor complete. Indls has useful psriodisal
lndsxss,.but they are incomplete and poorly known. For India, Nepal, Ceylon, Pskistsn,
Israel, East Africa and the UAR, the most complete and surgsnt national book and
serial bibliographies are pubiishsd by the U,S 7ié%ibrs§;§;} CDngrsss Brsnchss thsrs.
While Indila, Iran, the Uﬂitéd Arsb Rspublie and Turkey publlsh nstionsl ‘book biblis-
graphies, ncns is somplste and snly Turkey's 1is publishsd less thsn tws years after

the bccks are publlshsd.

Many Asian 1ibrsriss have subject focus problems.  For example, the Isfahan Univer-
sity medical library inmirsn hss,alss a fietion colleetion.” This has happened
when ths 1library has sttsmptsd to bscsms sOmpletsly sslfesufflcisnt snd whsn nothing

" has been wssdsd ‘out. Ta flnd more phsrmscy ‘books 1n ‘the msdissl than ln ths phsrmsey 1ibrsr?

shsuld not. bs surprising. Nsr to find an sxpsnsivs and 1itt1s ussd tltls in thrss

csmpus 1ibrsriss whlls msny other ussful titlss csnnst bs afforded. Pahlsvl Univsr-v> o ,?‘5'“

sity in Shifss, Irsn, prsvidss in sxsmpls of.ths lsttsr w;th Ghsmissl Abstrsets

_($EDOO per copy psf yssr) Iﬂ Asis, thsrs:srs slwsys lagissl résssns fsr suchr ng_r1xfti‘

'Vqrsitustisﬂsi
@ .
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j*eampueteinee eertein eeureee are dupliEated in these faculties. For inetanee,
at the University of Tehren, the Faculties of Fhermeey, Dentistry, Agriculture,
Seienee, Teehneiegy end Medicine teaeh ehemigtry Henee! their chemistry beek

eelleetiene een be expeeted te everlep eeneiderebly

Univereity eentrel 1ibreries are net neeeeeerily 1erger er etrenger than individuel R
feeulty librariee, or even eentral to anything in pertieular At Alexendrie Univereity.
fer inetenee, the Centrel Librery is eurely ‘the ieeet well erganieed and ene of the

. emeller eempue eelleetiene Seme libreriee do net eireulete beeke Dthere will
require the r ee rcher te beeome a member ‘before he can beeeme a ueer . Te do thie,

o ﬁé'éﬁgz mé%ége deggeit equal to the value ef the one or two. beeke which can be eheeked

out a ; ene time— Reading rooms ara net neeeeeeriiy well heated or ceeied in the
epprepriete eeaeen and’ eteek areas. even 1eee ee., then the phyeieei eppearenee, ;

, eleenlineee, ‘and . erderlineee ef theee librariee are far below Weetern etanderde
The beek eelleetion will need dueting, so the researcher should wear eld clothes

~ since he will surely get them dirty. He may need to bring eleng his own dust ecloth,

- also.. - o

B S : ,56@1!.1-%&,1&”‘“

With the 1ibrarian who ie not eerviee—minded ebteining any ievei of service mey be

diffieult Unekijled 1ibrary eeeietente eheuld be eveided end more ekilled ones
loeeted ' Trying out eeverel eteff membere is edvieeble Patienee anﬂ repetitien
rf: ef the QUeetien with different werdinge over a peried ef Weeke mey be neeeeeery.

Eeing rether insistant mey bring reeuite, tee ‘ .

7‘5)\

; —Dthen. ,ermeiion Seureee .- The reeeereher eheuld aek meny peeple fer help in

topie, reeeerehere who ‘have etudied it previeuely, and prefeeeore who teeeh it
o then a eenferenee with a foreign consultant whe has. etudied a situation can be
,;i. very. ueeful He ehould know the loecation ef pertinent data end ite reiiebiiitye‘
Wheniittle printed information exiete, then exteneive interviewing will be necessary.

7 It eheuld be realized thet eeverel typee of dete eolleetione exieting in Weetern

B eeuntriee do- not _yet exist here beeeuee no one has eseembled them. For instance,
reteil eelee tetels city by city end produeé:\ by pro%uet eenetitute conf‘idential

» infermetien whieh suapammsAeiene wima;m-t reveel Thie makee 1t very diff‘ieu],t '

R te eolleet. In ether eeeee, the inf‘ormetion een be eelleeted but ne ene hee eeen

ie’need te de so.iz ' L =




Gevernment‘egeneiee een eeppiyéthfee.tyeeeief inforﬁetien‘te social reeeerehefeéq
printed ge#efnnent'&eeumente_on”tne euEJeet of:eoneefn; enpfinted'dete recently
‘collected, and unprinted opinions, plans, and facts known by'e specific staff member.
‘Much social data can be obtained from a government agency's statistical section or
the goveenment census bureau, both in published and unpublished form. Certain
ﬁtudiee can be carried out almost entirely in such offlces.  Printed deeUmente may
7 be obtained frem the effiee eempiling the dete, from the miniet”” informéﬁtion or
_publieetion offiee In ethe£ eeeee, eopiee may be eveilehle only from the independent
“consulting eempeny whieh wrote it, In eny case, probebly the document .will. be.
' obtainable free but not witheut a gQVernment official's 1etter requeeting a eopy,
Tt may even be eveiiable in Engli h, S0 1oeat1ng the supply-of copies may be more
difficult than reeding it. Once ebteined howeVef, another problem is its reliability.
" Cross eheeking the data of severei reports may eimply be dieeoureging, but ideelly

should permit eemparieons leading to more accurate eetimetee of the true, figures.

Usually, eevefel government offices must be visited in each of se?érelrﬁiﬁietriese
so -careful ettentién to their working hours and leee:tiene 1s desirable. One young
Anerieen student ef~lrenien'eetten,induetry economies visited the Ministry of Eeenomy'
Statistics Depeftment"ite Cetton'Seetieﬁ, its 1ibrery, the Faculty of Agrieulture
g'riibrery and several: profeseo;E' there, ‘the Minietry of Agrieulture s Cotton Center,
its Librery, its Cetten Crop Offiee, and ite Cotton Sales Offiee, an egrieulturei o

.eeeperative eelied Dmren, the Ceneue Bureeu,tend three preeeesing feeteries, in -

'Privete 1ibreriee should not be ignored._ Certein leeel eehoiere will-have eelleeted
beoke beceuee univereity and minietry libreriee are uneetieieetory Theee eolleetiens

may eOneiet eﬂ leeelly pubiiened beoke, or ef dieriee, photogrephe,_end menueeripte -

rele_;ing to a partieuier pereen, tribe, eity, hietorieal ere,,er eeeiel mevement
or of meteriellppubliehed ebroed or in etiii other eeeee, of e mixture vaOf eeuree,

'the reseereher in this geegrephieel erea eheuld not expeet to loeetesmeny peeple
er large amounts ' of material hostile to the central government,'exeept perhepe in
IV;Indiei Sometimes, the- reeeereher can. 1oeete the publieetione ef an author: by s

”esking him direetly or these of a deceased individual by esking hie femily for . eepieei

Useful Beeeereh Libreriee.s— A number of Seuth end West: Aeien reeeereh libreriee

fdeeerve to be mentioned in thie paper. They heve been eingled eut fer euperier
:referenee serviee ,nd eizeeble eelleetiene.. Of eeuree, meny more ueeful libreriee
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in incia, vcry7gccd rcfcréncc aaaiatahca can be axccctcd in several libraries.  1In
the aocial sclences generally, the new National Dccumcntation Center in the Sccial
Sciences, N M Kctkar, Dircctcr, part of the Indian Council cf Sociai Science Research,

" will be incraaaingly helpful as a refarrai cantar to cthcr ccllcctiona -but’ ncw it -
poaacasea hc bODkQ cd few ataff membcrs, At Sapru Houac Gcntcr for WOrid Affairs,
in Dalhi Girja Kamar ahd hig ataff can prcvide axpert rafarcncc scrvicc, particularly

capable and aager to be helpful.: Within the limited bcck gollection with which=ahc

vrclating to Ihdia The Dalhi UsISs Rafcrcncc Librarian, Miaa Hera Kapaai is very

. works, you can ccpchd on her. Also in New Dalhi; Inadcc ia prcpared tc 1ccate
acicncc matcrial all over India, or the world for that mattar, and ahculd bc thc
first atcp for ahycha researching the aciancaa "Delhi University has many gccd

collcctions, but thc Schccl cf Ecoccmica Library is particulariy notcd fcr aarvicc.

Ecmbay University has the largcat book collactioc in Bombay, aithcugh thc Aaiatic
Socicty and Patit Librariaa can be useful tc many raacarchcra, algo Ail thrca |

g iibrarics have 100000 or more vciumca;‘largc‘fcr Aaia. T.N. Marshall is head of the
ﬂnivcraity Library and Shri"Daboo of tha‘Pctitiiibrary' Ecmbay 5 best aarvicc may
be given in .the Amarican Library Centre, W.P. Ganapathy, Librarian, thc Thackcracy
‘Women's Univcraityj Miss- Vidyut Khandwala, Dircctor, and -the Tata Institute of -

y

VFUndamental Scientific Rasearch, S.N. Havaccr, Librarian. CAll thraa of these libraries

havc very wcatcrn service approachca

‘_.Tc Karachi tha Pakistan National Scientific Documantation Ccnter providaa tha mcst
‘modern’ acrvicc in the acichcaa Panadcc haa brahchea in Dacca and Eahcrc, and \475
Vtha dircctcr is A E Mchajir. The Karachi Univcraity Library, A. Moid, Dirccc?,
has a uacful rafcrcncc ataff ahd a .good . apprcach to. acrvice The Pubjab Ucivcraityr
lLibrary in Lahore and the Dacca Univcrsity Library in: Dacca hava capablc rcfaranca “
,1ibrariaha acrving 1argc collections. A apecial iibrary must bc mentichcd here, aiac,
the Statc Bank in Karachi which has a acrviccmindcd licrarian, Scyd Riaauddih, o

and a largc ccliccticn.

7=dccumcntaticn centre, Irandcc. Thia center will secure material From abroad if it
cannct locate the matcrial in Iran, Schclara wcrking in the humanitiaa are well
advised to takc thcir iitcratura prcblama tc Iraj Afahar of' tha Univcraity of Tchran

f;Ccntral Library., Gcmputcrised cngincering rcfarchcc acrvica 1is availabla at thc o

Ck’L\r\lm\. ¢
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“In Eeifut the fine referenee serviee of the Amerieen Univefsity Libfefy must be
: mentioned first, both the serviee in Jaffet Library. and in the medical, engineering
and agricultural brsnenes. However, in certain special fields, these 1ibreeies will
direet you te ether useful eelleetiens, e.g.,.the French Institute ef AFeheelegy
. .end St. Jeeeph University s Oriental Library. In Demeseus, eertein resesrehere will
~ find the French Institute fer Arabic Study usefui, end otners will wish te ‘know the .

sneeielised feeulty eolleetiens of the University ef Dsmeseus

- Cairo has many servieesminded speeiel end university 1ibreries Ihe Netiensl Hibrery
under. Dr E. Sheniti has Egypt 5 largest beek collection snd lergeet pfefessienel ‘staff.
NIDOC, the National Information and Deeumentetien Gentre under Dr, S. Kabesh is worth

. eensulting for its SDDOQ seienee velumes and its ‘service nrientetien Useful archeology
eelleetiens and helpful feferenee steff members een be found at the Freneh and German

: Institutes of Aneheelegieel Reseefeh - The Deminieen Institute of Drientel Studies’

League Librery provides good serviee fer its eeeiel eeienee enlleetinn, end the Unesee-
spensered Ministry of Edueetien Deeumentetien Centre hes predueed meny ‘useful Arab
werid bibiiegrephie end statistical eoileetiens The Institute fer Netienel ?1enning,
Mr. A, Eli, Direeter, hes a usefui stetistiesi eelleetien end utr'ong interest in

service, also.

In Tel!Aviu, .the netienel Center fer Seientifie and Teehniesi Infermetien givee
American styie referral service, . The Hebrew University Librery in Jeruselem end its
' branches, espeeielly in medieine, lew end egrieulture, eontein some of the area's
Lsrgest eeiieetinns and most eepeble referenee librsriene. In edditien,,men&,ethe?‘
3 Isreeli science ene,teehneiegy librsries giVe good eerviee_ o | ot

e

~Turdee, the Turkish doeumentetien eentre in the Pensdee end Tnsdee tredition, -
is pfepsring te give geed eerviee in seientifie fields. In the meentime, it nes ;
sterted publiening its Key tn Turkish Seienee, an abstract bulletin ﬂeries Also.

in Ankere, the Middle Eest Teehniesl UniVersity Librsry hes a hsrd-werking re-
ference depertment. In Nieesie, the Cyprus Museum prevides geed gervice for its

ereheelegiesl eolleetﬁen in an attractive setting,

Finslly, snd in eenelusion; severel West and Seuth Asien eepitel eities, Delhi,

Geire, Beirut, Tehrsn end Kereehi, eentein well organized United Netiens deeument




collections which can be helpful to social scientists seeking research matéfialg
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